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Plione  Lines  Will  Be  Busy 
Carrying  Yuletide  Greetings 


Children 

Broadcast 

Concert 

Thousands  of  school  children 
across  Alberta  heard  their  con- 
temporaries perform  in  a  special 
Christmas  broadcast  presented 
December  11  by  the  School  Broad- 
casts Division,  Department  of 
Education.  The  program  was  car- 
ried over  five  Alberta  radio  sta- 
tions as  a  public  service  feature. 

Tape  recordings  v/ere  made 
early  in  December  by  the  schools 
themselves  as  they  prepared  con- 
certs for  presentation  later  in  the 
month.  Excerpts  from  the  sub- 
mitted recordings  were  woven 
into  a  balanced  program  by  the 
School  Broadcasts  Division.  Tra- 
ditional Yuletide  selections  were 
rendered  both  vocally  and  instru- 
mentally. 

Last  year  marked  the  first  time 
in  20  years  of  Alberta  School 
broadcasting  that  Christmas  pro- 
gram was  presented  in  this  manner. 
The  special  broadcasts  are  in  addi- 
tion to  regular  school  broadcasts 
originated  by  the  Department  of 
Education,  and  the  regional  net- 
work series  arranged  by  the  four 
western  provinces.  • 


The  Alberta  Government  Tele- 
phones are  again  this  year  going 
to  be  a  link  in  exchange  of  cheer- 
ful greetings  between  separated 
families  and  friends  over  the  Christ- 
mas holiday  season.  Already,  toll 
stations  throughout  Alberta  are  re- 
ceiving from  subscribers  appoint- 
ment listings  for  toll  calls  over 
Christmas. 

Telephone  officials  this  year  are 
anticipating  an  increase  of  from  ten 
to  fifteen  percent  in  the  number  of 
calls  made.  Use  of  the  new  micro- 
wave system  across  Canada  will  be 
of  great  help  in  handling  the  flood 
of  phoned  holiday  wishes  this  year, 
which  generally  total  from  35  to  40 
percent  greater  volume  than  that 
of  a  normal  business  day. 

Indication  of  use  of  the  phones 
for  greetings  over  the  holiday  may 
be  judged  from  the  following 
figures  of  call  placings  from  five 
of  Alberta's  cities,  last  year. 
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Develops  New 
Oil  Rich  Crop 

A  new  specialty  crop,  safflower, 
was  commercially  grown  for  the 
first  time  this  year  in  southern  Al- 
berta. Approximately  15,000  acres 
were  grown  in  the  Medicine  Hat- 
Foremost  area,  under  contract  with 
two  United  States  firms.  Yields 
ranged  up  to  1,000  pounds  per 
acre.  Contract  price  was  IVz  cents 
per  pound. 

Safflower  produces  a  rich  oil 
bearing  seed,  with  an  oil  content 
of  30  to  36  percent  in  the  better 
varieties.  The  oil  is  suited  for  both 
industrial  and  edible  use.  In  paint 
manufacturing  it  is  considered  su- 
perior to  linseed  oil,  preventing 
discoloring  and  oxidation.  As  an 
edible  oil  it  is  deemed  ideally 
suited  for  cooking  and  for  marg- 
arine manufacture. 

A  member  of  the  thistle  family, 
safflower  grows  from  20  to  30 
inches  in  height.  Seeds,  about  the 
size  of  plump  barley  kernels,  are 


formed  on  numerous  small  heads 
akin  to  the  single  headed  sun- 
flower. The  plant  requires  a  long 
growing  season,  110  to  120  days 
for  maturity,  but  thrives  under 
semi-arid  conditions.  It  is  a  poor 
weed  competitor  in  early  growing 
stages.  High  susceptibility  to  2-4-D 
obviates  the  danger  of  it  becoming 
a  weed,  and  also  makes  weed  con- 
trol in  the  crop  impossible. 

The  safflower  plant  has  a  long 
tap  root  to  draw  moisture  from  the 
sub  soil.  Peculiarities  of  the  ex- 
tensive root  system  makes  the  crop 
adoptable  to  dryer  areas.  Safflower 
can  be  sown  with  an  ordinary  grain 
drill.  Straight  combing  after  a  kill- 
ing frost  is  the  best  har\'esting 
method.  Natural  growing  require- 
ments particularly  that  of  a  long 
growing  season  will  restrict  pro- 
duction of  the  crop  to  the  extreme 
south  eastern  part  of  the  province. 

The  new  strain  which  was  com- 
mercially grown  in  southern  Al- 
berta was  developed  at  Nebraska 
State  University.  It  was  introduced 
to  the  area  through  the  efforts  of 
Cerealist  W.  D.  Hay,  special  crops 
officer  at  the  Lethbridge  Experi- 
mental Station.  Mr.  Hay  had  been 
quiedy  testing  numerous  varieties 
at  Ledibridge  for  the  past  20  years. 
None  of  the  varieties  proved  satis- 
factory. More  recent  tests  were 
conducted  in  liaison  \yith  the  dev- 
elopment program  at  Nebraska.  • 
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Film  Details 
Adoption  Rules 


Test  Lake  Oxygen  Content 
To  Determine  Fish  Survival 


Procedures  and  requirements 
involved  in  child  adoption  under 
Alberta  regulations  are  outlined  in 
strip  film  just  issued  by  the  Child 
Welfare  Branch  of  the  Alberta  De- 
partment of  Public  Welfare.  The 
film  is  available  without  charge 
for  showing  to  interested  groups. 

Members  of  the  staff  of  the 
department  made  up  the  cast  in 
the  pictine  which,  with  its  com- 
mentary, describes  the  social  and 
economic  considerations  involved 
in  child  placement.  Before  a  child 
is  given  over  for  the  probationary 
year  prior  to  actual  adoption,  the 
Child  Welfare  Branch  makes  sure 
the  applicants  are  morally,  emo- 
tionally and  economically  suitable 
for  parenthood.  Every  effort  is 
made  to  ensure  the  child's  back- 
ground compares  with  that  of  the 
new  parents,  and  even  physical 
characteristics  are  taken  into  con- 
sideration in  matching  child  and 
parents. 

There  is  always  a  greater  back- 
log of  placement  applications  than 
there  are  youngsters  available. 
During  the  past  year,  908  final 
adoptions  were  registered  and 
1,136  applications  for  adoption 
received.  • 


Detailed  oxygen  tests  are  being 
conducted  on  three  shallow  lakes 
in  the  Edmonton  area  by  fish  biolo- 
gists of  the  Department  of  Lands 
and  Forests.  Biologists  hope  to 
establish  definitely  the  minimum 
oxygen  levels  at  which  fish  will 
live  through  the  winter  in  Alberta's 
numerous  fish-planted  lakes.  Re- 
sults of  similar  experimental  tests 
last  winter  indicated  that  fish  can 
sui-vive  with  much  less  oxygen  than 
was  formerly  thought. 

The  current  program  is  on  a 
broader  basis  than  that  of  last 
winter.  The  three  test  lakes  are 
sampled  weekly  from  the  time 
ice  forms  in  the  fall  until  it  breaks 
up  in  the  spring.  Water  samples 
are  taken  every  five  feet  in  depth 
of  water  at  intervals  starting  from 
a  point  near  the  shore  and  con- 
tinuing to  the  deepest  spot.  Sam- 
ples are  removed  in  plastic  bottles 
for  laboratory  titration  testing. 

When  oxygen  content  nears 
what  is  considered  the  danger 
point,  gill  netting  is  employed  to 
determine  the  mortality  rate,  if 
any.  compared  with  previous  gill 
netting.  During  last  winter's  test- 
ing program,  no  fish  appeared  in 


the  nets  when  oxygen  levels 
reached  three  parts  per  million. 
However,  lake  sampling  after 
spring  breakup  revealed  only  a 
very  low  rate  of  mortality.  Dr.  R. 
B.  Miller  of  the  University  of 
Alberta  Zoology  Department,  who 
is  in  charge  of  the  program,  feels 
this  situation  suggests  that  fish  may 
go  into  a  toi-pid  state  when  oxygen 
is  low  but  will  revive  in  spring 
with  little  damage. 

Parallel  laboratory  tests  com- 
plement the  field  program.  Two 
sets  of  aquaria  are  used.  One  is 
filled  with  lake  water  and  the  sur- 
face sealed  with  a  mineral  oil  to 
simulate  solid  ice  cover.  The  sec- 
ond set  is  similarly  filled  and 
sealed  but  the  floor  is  covered  with 
lake  mud  from  the  test  lakes.  It 
has  been  found  that  oxygen  con- 
tent in  the  first  set  remains  almost 
constant,  while  in  the  second  set 
depletion  is  fairly  rapid.  From  this, 
biologists  deduce  that  most  oxygen 
is  lost  through  absorption  by  lake 
bottoms  rather  than  through  de- 
pletion by  fish. 

Data  from  the  extensive  testing 
program  will  serve  as  a  valuable 
guide  in  Alberta's  overall  fish 
stocking  program.  • 


New  License 
Plan  Speeds 
Delivery 

Speedier  issuance  of  1958  li- 
censes for  mobile  construction  and 
seismographic  equipment  is  being 
provided  for  the  Department  of 
Municipal  Affairs.  Highly  detailed 
registrations  on  punch-cards  have 
been  set  up  for  the  first  time,  in 
the  department's  machine  account- 
ing room.  The  cards  list  some 
7,000  units  of  standard  manufac- 
ture  operating  in   the  province. 

Application  forms  outlining  li- 
cense class  and  amount  of  fees 
payable  are  slated  for  mailing  to 
owners  of  previously  registered 
equipment  by  the  end  of  Decem- 
ber. The  forms  will  advise  owners 
as  to  the  amount  required  to  license 
each  unit  for  the  forthcoming  year. 
Fees  are  based  on  replacement  cost 
of  equipment  and  may  vary  from 
year  to  year.  The  new  system  will 
also  minimize  the  likelihood  of 
incorrect  applications,  with  a  con- 
sequent saving  in  time  for  both 
owners  and  departmental  staff. 

Purchasers  of  new  equipment 
and  owners  of  units  which  are  of 
non-standard  specifications  will  be 
required  to  apply  for  initial  regis- 
tration. Fees  for  such  units  will  be 
calculated  by  the  department  and 
appropriate  notice  forwarded  to 
the  owner.  These  units  will  then 
be  added  to  punch-card  registra- 
tions for  license  renewal  in  fol- 
lowing years. 

The  Mobile  Construction  Equip- 
ment Licensing  Act  and  The  Seis- 
mographic Drilling  and  Recording 
Licensing  Act  were  introduced  in 
1954.  License  fees  are  collected 
by  the  Department  of  Municipal 
Affairs  on  behalf  of  municipalities. 
At  the  end  of  each  license  year, 
December  31,  money  thus  col- 
lected is  turned  over  to  municipal- 
ities on  pro  rata  basis.  Division  of 
revenue  is  determined  by  the  num- 
ber of  days  each  unit  was  located 
within  a  municipality. 

In  1956  license  fees  from  con- 
struction companies  totalled  nearly 
half  a  million  dollars.  Petroleum 
exploration  firms  paid  more  than 
$50,000,  bringing  combined  license 
revenue  to  $526,517. 

Licensing  under  the  two  acts 
does  not  apply  to  units  operated 
exclusively  in  cities.  • 

Electrification  Fund 
Used  Extensively 

From  an  authorized  revolving 
fund  of  $20,000,000,  a  total  of 
$18,626,676.35  has  been  loaned  to 
rural  electrication  associations  in 
Alberta  up  to  Nov.  30,  1957 
according  to  figures  this  month 
from  the  office  of  the  Provincial 
Treasurer. 

During  November,  $363,358.89 
was  loaned. 

Repayments  from  existing  loans, 
to  the  end  of  November  1957, 
totalled  $5,154,826.64  which 
leaves  $6,528,150.29  available  for 
loan  purposes.  • 


Recreation  Bureau  Offers  Help 
Designing  Christmas  Decorations 


An  idea,  a  few  materials  that  are  readily  avail- 
able around  the  home,  some  ingenuity  and  patience 
are  basic  ingredients  of  novel  and  delightful  decora- 
tions for  the  Christmas  season.  Some  examples  of  this 
type  of  decoration  are  shown  above,  with  Recreation 
Bureau  Assistant  Supervisor  J.  Riddell  and  Mrs.  Ann 
Council  making  a  "snow"  covered  Yule  log  table 
centerpiece.  Behind  it  is  an  attractive  "tree'  decor- 


ated with  colored  globes.  Left,  Miss  Margaret 
Homulka  puts  the  finishing  touches  to  a  decorative 
candle,  with  a  mailing  tube  laying  nearby  ready  to 
be  converted  into  a  second  candle.  Details  of 
such  Christmas  ingenuity  of  these  and  other  Christ- 
mas decoration  ideas  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Recreation  Bureau,  Cultural  Activities  Branch, 
Department  of  Economic  Affairs,  Legislative  Build- 
ing, Edmonton. 
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Driver  License  Testers  Assist  Applicants 
Overcome  Hazardous  Motoring  Handicaps 


Since  its  inception  in  1953,  the 
Driver  Sxamination  Division  of  the 
Alberta  Department  of  Highways 
has  tested  155,043  hcense  appH- 
cants.  Nearly  a  third,  50,215,  failed 
in  their  first  attempt.  First  appli- 
cants and  motorists  seeking  re- 
instatement of  driving  privileges 
following  court  susoensions  have 
been  tested  up  to  the  present  time. 

Applicants  are  tested  at  one  of 
46  examination  centres  in  Alberta, 
manned  by  a  staff  of  26  qualified 
examiners.  Several  tpyes  of  tests 
are  given— oral,  written  and  prac- 
tical. 

The  driver  testing  program  came 
into  effect  in  Alberta  in  July  of 
1953.  It  was  felt  such  a  program 
would  increase  traffic  safety  as 
examinations  encourage  drivers  to 
increase  their  knowledge  and  skill. 
It  was  also  felt  that  the  value  of  a 
license  would  be  increased  if 
drivers  had  to  pass  an  examination 
to  obtain  one.  This  sense  of  value 
also  prompts  motorists  to  avoid 
driving  acts  which  might  cause  loss 
of  driving  privileges. 

Several  tests  are  administered  to 
applicants.  All  candidates  are  re- 
quired to  pass  a  visual  acuity  test, 
in  which  telebinocular  equipment 
is  used  to  determine  ability  to  see 
sharply  at  a  distance.  A  person  hav- 
ing vision  in  both  eyes  is  required 
to  obtain  a  Snellen  rating  of  20/40 
first  screening.  A  person  with 
vision  in  just  one  eve  must  rate 
20/30  first  screening.  Vision  tests 
are  also  given  with  respect  to  field 
of  vision,  depth  perception  and 
color  perception. 

Should  the  applicant  fail  the 
vision  test  he  is  given  the  oppor- 
ttmity  to  consult  a  specialist  in  the 
field  to  obtain  corrective  treatment 
or  proper  glasses. 

An  applied  written  test  based  on 
rules  of  the  road  is  also  given. 
Questions  are  asked  on  traffic  laws. 


This  machine  tests  visual  ability 
of  applicants. 

good  driving  habits  and  recognition 
of  various  road  signs.  An  85  percent 
grading  is  required  for  passing. 
Sign   recognition  test  is   an  im- 


Parking  ability  is  carefully  assessed  by  examiner. 


portant  feature.  For  his  own  pro- 
tection, a  driver  must  be  able  to 
recognize  shapes  of  road  signs  and 
what  they  stand  for.  He  must  know 
that  an  octagon-shaped  sign  al- 
ways means  "stop";  a  triangle, 
"yield  right  of  way";  and  a  round, 
"railroad".  A  diamond-shaped  sign 
has  several  markings  but  always 
signifies  ,  that  caution  is  required. 
A  rectangular  sign  may  stipulate 
speed  limits,  speed  zone  boundaries 
or  passing  instruction. 

Applicants  are  road  tested  for 
such  points  as  starting,  turning, 
behavior  at  traffic  controls  and  at 
uncontrolled  intersections,  clear- 
ance on  other  traffic,  attitude  to- 
wards pedestrians,  clutching,  brak- 
ing, shifting  gears,  grip  on  wheel, 
parallel  parking,  speed  control, 
starting  and  stopping  on  upgrades, 
and  general  safety  attitude. 

If  it  becomes  obvious  to  the 
examiner  that  the  aspirant  is  par- 
ticularly unskilled,  he  is  advised  to 
practise  and  return  at  a  later  date. 
Every  effort  is  made  to  educate  the 
driver  until  he  can  pass  the  test. 

Permission  to  operate  a  motor 
vehicle  may  be  granted  with 
restrictions.  Most  common  restric- 
tions include:  adequate  glasses; 
special  equipment  such  as  body 
aids,  mirrors  and  special  controls; 
restricted  speed  limits;  davlight 
operating  hours;  specified  area,  or 


other  conditions  which  may  be 
deemed  necessary. 

An  applicant  is  required  to  pro- 
vide his  own  vehicle  for  the  road 
test.  Roadworthiness  of  the  vehicle 
is  checked  by  the  examiner  before 
the  test  is  conducted. 

Number  of  drivers  tested  has  in- 
creased each  vear.  In  the  six 
months  of  1953,  there  were  2,897 
examinations  conducted.  There 
were  16,634  in  1954;  37,756  in 
1955;  50,311  in  1956,  and  47,445 
up  to  the  end  of  September  this 
year.  • 

Channel  Ready 
Cut  Flooding 
On  Pembina 

Initial  construction  began  this 
fall  on  an  extensive  flood  control 
program  on  the  Pembina  River, 
northwest  of  Edmonton.  An  Ed- 
monton contractor  has  completed 
the  first  diversion  channel  at  a 
point  southwest  of  Dapp.  A  series 
of  shortcut  channels  is  being  de- 
signed by  the  Water  Resources 
Branch,  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. They  will  straighten  out  the 
river's  tortuous  course  and  speed 
up  the  flow  of  water. 

Two    survev    crews    and  an 
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Plebiscite  Gets 
Affirmative  Vote 

A  total  of  271,277  Albertans  cast 
ballots  in  the  recent  plebiscite  held 
in  Alberta,  according  to  final  offi- 
1  1  I  lies  compiled  bv  R.  A. 
(  I  Chief  Electoral  Officer. 

In  .iiiswer  to  the  question:  "Do 
you  approve  additional  types  of 
outlets  for  the  sale  of  beer,  wine 
and  spirituous  liquor  subject  to  a 
local  vote?",  171,786  marked  "Yes" 
and  96,963  marked  their  ballots 
"No."  There  were  2,528  spoiled 
ballots.  The  total  eligible  in  vote 
was  580,893. 

In  addition  to  the  above  ques- 
tion, voters  in  the  Cities  of  Ed- 
monton and  Calgary  and  the  imme- 
diate areas  were  asked  to  express 
an  opinion  in  respect  to  mi.xed 
drinking  facilities  for  men  and 
women.  In  these  cities,  99,510  per- 
sons voted  "Yes"  and  27,203  per- 
sons voted  "No."  • 

Schedule  Vote 
For  Continuation 
Warner  County 

Electors  in  the  County  of 
Warner  vote  January  4  to  dete*- 
mine  whether  they  wish  to  main- 
tain the  present  count\'  s\stem  of 
local  government.  Such  a  plebiscite 
is  mandatorv  under  the  Count\-  Act 
at  the  end  of  tlie  first  four  years 
of  couiicv  operation.  No  subsequent 
plebiscites  need  be  held. 

The  first  two  counties  in  Al- 
berta, Grande  Prairie  and  \'ulean. 
were  established  during  1951.  The 
Counties  of  Newell  and  Ponoka 
were  established  during  the  follow- 
ing two  years.  Plebiscites  held  in 
all  these  counties  favored  reten- 
tion of  the  system. 

Application  has  been  made  to 
the  Department  of  Municipal  Af- 
fairs for  the  formation  of  an  eighth 
county,  effective  January  1,  1958. 
The  new  county  which  will  become 
known  as  the  County  of  Forty 
Mile  No.  8  is  to  include  the  Muni- 
cipal District  of  Forty  Mile,  No.  2, 
and  the  Foremost  School  Division, 
No.  3.  • 


engineer  spent  several  months  this 
summer  in  preliminary  survey  work 
on  the  river.  Their  exhaustive 
studies  laid  the  ground  work  for 
the  construction  program  now 
begun.  It  is  expected  that  tests  and 
surveys  may  be  finished  next  fall. 
Meanwhile,  contracts  will  be  let 
for  diversion  channels  as  engineers 
calculate  the  best  location  for  each, 
and  its  specifications. 

Extreme  winding  of  the  Pembina 
River  between  Jarvie  and  Manola 
is  blamed  for  periodic  floods  which 
have  caused  much  damage  to  rich 
farmland  in  the  area.  • 


There  will  be  no  issue  of 
Within  Our  Borders  on 
January  1,  1958.  The  next 
issue  will  be  on  Januar}' 
15,  1958. 
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Provincial  Marketing  Board 
Promotes  Alberta  Industry 

One  of  tlie  lesser  known  Government  agencies  that  have  aided  materi- 
ally in  Alberta's  industrial  upsurge  is  the  Provincial  Marketing  Board  of 
the  Department  of  Industries  and  Labour.  Organized  in  1939  to  help 
promote  the  province's  natural  resources,  the  board  has  helped  many 
industrialists,  inventors  and  farmers  build  and  maintain  a  successful 
business. 

Industrial  enterprises  utilizing  natural  resources  and  employing 
Alberta  personnel  are  encouraged  and  assisted  by  the  board  as  part  of  its 
Alberta  development  program. 
Raw  materials  for  such  enterprises 


are  purchased  in  mass  quantities; 
then  sold  to  the  industry  in  lesser 
quantities,  but  at  a  substantial  sav- 
ings. The  small  businessman  can 
thus  take  advantage  of  volume 
buying  and  discount  prices. 

Another  aim  of  the  organiza- 
tion is  to  encourage  and  assist  in 
the  distribution  of  products  made 
in  the  province,  and  the  promotion 
of  such  goods. 

The  Marketing  Board  also  has 
the  power  to  sponsor,  manage  and 
operate  industries  within  Alberta 
for  the  utilization  of  natural  re- 
sources and  employment  of  Alberta 
personnel. 

Indirect  aid  to  farmers  was 
started  during  the  depression  years 
when  government  implement  parts 
stores  were  opened  in  several  cities 
and  towns  throughout  the  prov- 
ince. These  stores  were  able  to  pur- 
chase equipment  parts  in  bulk 
quantities,  and  pass  on  resultant 
savings  to  individual  farmers. 

As  the  economic  situation  im- 
proved, farmers  were  able  to  ob- 
tain repair  parts  at  more  equit- 
able prices  and  the  need  for  the 
stores  decreased.  The  last  parts 
store  was  closed  in  1955. 

Most  common  difficulty  exper- 
ienced by  new  manufacturing  firms 
starting  operations  is  their  inability 
to  obtain  high  quality  raw  ma- 
terials at  favourable  cost.  Such 
firms  usually  have  a  building  for 
a  plant,  equipment  and  sufficient 
working  capital  to  carry  them 
through  for  a  period  of  90  to  120 
days,  when  the  first  returns  from 
sales  can  be  expected. 

In  its  program  of  aiding  such 
fiiTns,  the  Board  does  not  lend  any 
money  to  the  company,  but  can 
purchase  for  it  bulk  supplies  of  raw 
materials.  This  raw  stock  is  sold  to 
the  company,  to  meet  its  day-to- 
day requirements,  at  the  same 
price  per  unit  as  had  been  paid  by 
the  Marketing  Board,  buying  on  a 
mass-quantity  price  basis. 

Applicants  for  this  aid  must 
show  to  the  satisfaction  of  Board 
that  there  is  a  good  demand  for 
the  product  involved,  and  that  they 
possess  knowledge  and  skill  re- 
quired to  produce  readily  saleable 
products. 

Financial  structure  and  history 
of  each  firm  is  studied.  Plant  build- 
ings, all  equipment  and  manufac- 
turing methods  and  procedures  are 
also  thoroughly  inspected. 

Agreements  may  be  drawn  up 
for  periods  of  from  four  to  18 
months.  Most  applicants  are  re- 
quired to  deposit  with  the  board  a 
cash  security  deposit  usually  equal 
to  20  percent  of  the  value  of  raw 
materials  to  be  purchased. 

The  Crown  corporation  operated 


by  the  board,  named  Marketing 
Board  purchases  those  materials 
required  under  an  agreement. 

The  client  company  can  with- 
draw from  the  agreement  at  any 
time  without  penalty  by  making 
payment  in  full  for  materials  on 
hand. 

There  are  16  contracts  in  oper- 
ation at  present  time,  totalling 
$991,431.  Last  year  28  contracts 
for  inventory  and  other  assistance 
received  approval.  Such  materials 
were  purchased  as  sheet  steel,  iron 
castings,  steel  plate,  aluminum, 
cement,  stoker  parts,  oxygen  and 
acetylene  cylinders,  steel  bars,  tub- 
ing, glycol,  lumber,  wire  mesh  and 
plastics. 

Inventors  may  receive  advisory 
assistance  from  the  Board.  Gadgets 
or  ideas  may  be  investigated,  or 
referred  to  specialists  for  opinions, 
depending  upon  their  nature  and 
apparent  value  in  industry.  Other 
assistance  rendered  may  include 
information  on  ways  and  means  of 
originating  and  developing  ideas, 
obtaining  patents,  starting  busi- 
nesses, as  well  as  advice  relative 
to  suitable  locations  for  certain 
types  of  manufacture  and  the  ex- 
tent to  which  competition  may 
exist. 

The  Board  also  acts  as  agent  for 
all  Government  department  in  the 
sale  of  used  passenger  cars,  trucks 
and  mechanical  equipment  etc.  no 
longer  required  in  the  government 
service. 

Services  of  the  Provincial  Mar- 
keting Board  are  unique  among 
governments  in  Canada.  Requests 
have!  been  received  from  many 
areas  of  the  world  for  information 
on  the  structure  and  operation  of 
the  Crown  agency.  Success  of  the 
program  is  reflected  in  the  growth 
of  industries  which  at  one  time  or 
other  received  assistance.  One  firm 
employed  25  persons  when  it  first 
received  assistance  in  1953.  In 
1956  it  employed  75  persons.  Such 
expansion  has  become  the  rule 
rather  than  the  exception.  • 


Chapel  of  Old  Church 
Is  Alberta  Museum 


Ten  miles  north  of  Edmonton  on 
Highway  No.  2  the  town  of  St. 
Albert  offers  a  unique  museum  to 
the  eyes  of  the  visitors.  Inside  a 
protective  building  is  the  original 
cathedral  constructed  in  1861  by 
Father  Lacombe.  Rich  in  the  arti- 
facts and  the  spirit  of  pioneer 
Alberta,  the  little  structure  with 
its  rough  but  capable  carpentry 
illustrates  vividly  some  of  the  dif- 
ficulties overcome  daily  by  the 
early  western  settlers. 

Father  Lacombe,  a  Roman 
Catholic  missionary,  was  origin- 
ally in  charge  of  the  mission  at 
Lac  Ste  Anne.  He  erected  the  St. 
Albert  mission  because  of  its  loca- 
tion in  fertile  lands  offering  hope 
of  better  living  for  the  Indians  and 
Metis  of  the  district. 

Along  the  walls  of  the  chapel 
are  mementoes  of  the  past; 


Coming  Events 


During  the  coming  year,  Alberta  will  be  the  scene  of  many 
events  of  provincial,  national  and  international  interest.  Within 
Our  Borders  is  pleased  to  list  in  its  Coming  Events  column  all 
those  of  which  it  is  made  aware.  Information  should  be  forwarded 
to  Within  Our  Borders,  Room  502,  Legislative  Building,  Edmonton. 


Pembina  Valley  Drainage  and  Cons.  Assoc.. 


-Barrhead 


Dec.  17 

Dec.  18        Jr.  Chamber  of  Gommerce  ANNUAL  CHRISTMAS 

CAROL  FESTIVAL  Jubilee  Auditorium 

Calgary 

Dec.  19         Allied  Arts  Film  Society  .....Jubilee  Auditorium 

Calgary 

Bee.  26,  27   Calgary  Theatre  Club  "Loves  a  Luxury"   Jubilee  Auditorium 

and  28  Calgary 


hatchets,  rifles,  and  other  warlike 
equipment  from  the  time  of  the 
Riel  Rebellion;  hand  made  plow 
blades;  cooking  utensils  and  other 
practical  possessions  of  the  mission 
residents.  There  too  is  the  worn 
Bible  used  by  the  Missionary 
priest,  and  carefully  preserved  is 
the  altar  made  with  loving  care 
for  the  first  cathedral  of  the  dis- 


The  mission  was  built  following 
the  construction  of  missions  at  Lac 
La  Biche  and  Lac.  Ste.  Anne.  At 
times,  its  history  was  dramatic. 
During  the  Riel  Rebellion,  it 
formed  a  place  of  refuge  for  resi- 
dents as  far  distant  as  Fort  Sas- 
katchewan. During  the  great  year 
of  famine  in  1876,  when  hail  and 
frost  destroyed  the  crops,  the  mis- 
sion was  a  point  of  refuge  for 
starving  settlers  and  Indian  alike. 

Its  size  during  the  height  of  its 
life  mav  be  appreciated  by  his- 
torical estimates  putting  the  popu- 
lation at  about  1,000  in  1890. 
Residents  were  made  up  mostly  of 
Indians  and  Metis,  with  perhaps 
120  French  speaking  Canadians 
and  20  English  speaking  Canadians 
in  the  total. 

Father  Lacombe,  about  whom 
much  is  written  as  result  of  his 
vigorous  and  fearless  pioneering 
and  his  active  humanity,  is  buried 
in  the  crypt  of  the  near-by  St. 
Albert  Church.  He  lies  with  Bishop 
Brandin,  first  bishop  of  Alberta; 
and  Father  Leduc,  first  vicar  gen- 
eral and  procurator  for  western 
missions. 

Few  missionaries  made  such 
impact  on  the  west  as  did  Father 
Lacombe.  • 


